
SPAU 133
Syntax



What is syntax?

• It is the field of linguistics that studies how sentences and other phrases can 
be constructed out of smaller phrases and words. 



Linguistic expressions 

• These are a piece of language that has its own form, meaning, and syntactic 
properties. 



Grammaticality Judgment

❖Aya ate an apple.

❖Ate Aya an apple.

• If the linguistic expressions are well-formed = grammatical.

• If the linguistic expressions are ill-formed = ungrammatical.



Syntactic Properties

• Word order: how expressions are allowed to be ordered with respect to one 
another.

• Co-occurence: if some expressions occur in a sentence, what other 
expressions can or must occur with it in that sentence.



Word ordering



Malagasy, VOS language



Different patterns: German!



Word order/determiners 



Word Order/ ‘with’



Co-occurance

• The word that you choose may allow or require certain expressions to co-
occur with it. 



Arguments



Having different word order doesn't’t affect the necessity of an argument.



Compliments examples



Italian and the difference requirement for 
arguments



An example of how multiple determiners can 
co-occur (Serbio-Croation language)



Adjuncts





The same expression can be an adjunct or an 
argument





Agreement 





Syntactic categories







Structural Ambiguity
EX: The cop saw the man with the binoculars. 




