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Lecture 16/ Morphology



What is a morpheme?

• A morpheme is the smallest linguistic unit with a meaning (eg. The 
morpheme cat) or grammatical function (eg. The morpheme -ed)



Affixes

Prefix
Suffix



Classifying Elements in Morphology



• Free morphemes: morphemes that can be used all by themselves.

• Bound morphemes: morphemes that have to be attached to a stem of some 
word in order to be used.

• Content morphemes: morphemes that are said to have more concrete 
meaning than function morphemes.

• Function morphemes: morphemes that contain primarily grammatically 
relevant information.





Morphological Processes
1. Compounding

• It is the process of forming new words not through affixes but from two or 
more independent words. These words can be free morphemes, words 
derived by affixation, or words formed from compounding themselves.







2. Reduplication 

• It is a process of forming new words by doubling either an entire free 
morpheme (total reduplication) or part of it (partial reduplication)









3.Alternation







Hebrew example: 



Suppletion






