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The syllabus



How do you find your away in an airport?

How do you find your way in a city?

How do you read a blueprint?



What is visual communication?



Visual communication is the
transmission of information and ideas
using symbols and imagery. It is one
of three main types of communication,
along with verbal communication
[speaking) and non-verbal
communication (tone, body language,
etc.). Visual communication is believed
to be the type that people rely on most,
and it includes signs, graphic designs,
films, typography, and countless other
examples.



Where did it start?






Cueva de las Manos, Perito Moreno,
Argentina

13,000-9,000 BP






Borneo island, Indonesia

40,000 BP






Cave of beasts, Libyan Desert

7,000 BP






Chauvet Cave, France

30,000 BP



Cave paintings are a primitive

form of communication that were
drawn or etched into cave walls and
ceilings. Though their exact purpose
Is not clear, these paintings include
representations of, among other
things, animals, landscapes, and
sacred spaces, and act as a kind of
prehistoric documentation.


















Pictograms are images that represent
physical objects and were used to
share ideas or ask questions. For
example, if | was in a foreign country
and wanted to buy a tree, | could use a
pictogram of a money sign and a tree
to indicate my interest.
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Semiotics is the study of sign process
[semiosis), which is any form of
activity, conduct, or any process that
Involves signs, including the production
of meaning. A sign is anything that
communicates a meaning, that is not
the sign itself, to the interpreter of the

sign.



A successful, understandable form of communication.

SIGNIFIER SIGNIFIED

An}r motion, The concept that a sig-
gesture, image, sound, nifier refers to, the

pattern, or event that meaning it conveys.
conveys meaning and
comunicates. 0 S e

CONNOTATION | DENOTATION

5. The feelings, ideas and cultural The literal or primary meaning of a
meanings which are associated with word, in contrast to the feelings or
the word or object. Not the literal ideas that the word suggests.
meaning.
—
Signs where the signifier resembles the Signs where the Signs where the signifier is caused

signified. relation by the signified.
between signifier :
and signified is
purely conventional

)) and culturally spe-
cific




Mesopotamian Visual Identification









Egyptian Hieroglyphs
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Evolution of the Alphabets



Evolution of the Latin Alphabet
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| UsefulCharts.com | CC BY-NC-SA 3.0

Alphabetum font by Juan José Marcos used for Ancient Greek/Latin

By Matt Baker
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Modern

Roman

ABGDEFZH | KLMN OP QRST
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Earl)fLalm ABLKDEFZH RKLNMAN O ORST
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Greek AANIAIAZBl (ZIAT]7T ok ©OPIZ|T

Phocnician | K 9AARAYIROI T LT 7T Fo92-P4wWt

Early xYAYD2 11 v ALY S YO IPPY v

Aramaic

Nabatian X JIJXN10 991 (b3S 9 )0 JF Y 3P LTIEN
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Arabic LoaASQA9 )ALSL]JOo)wL 99 Juwa
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Picture Evolution Modern character English
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Figure 6.1. The evolution of pictographic characters.
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For next class:
Pre Industrial Design:
Baroque/Rococo



