
 Awareness of the past and responsibility for the future: diffused regeneration of Baronia 



● The idea is to give life to these abandoned cities by creating a network that 
allows for further cooperation between the four villages.

● So the goal will be to strengthen the existing community and generate 
interest in new people outside the local community who have a passion for 
local traditions and contribute to an innovative environment through this 
project.

●  Restarting the local economy of these amazing, amazing things, potential 
places by calculating population decline by increasing controlled ecotourism 
services and enhancing the characteristics and characteristics of the place 
where people always live in these villages.

● Based on these assumptions, we want to develop a tangible project, based on 
reuse and sustainability, with a focus on urban renewal and landscaping of 
the place, which is unique in relation to the natural heritage.



Abruzzo Municipalities 
● sparsely populaedt areas but they have great 

development resources. 
● the settlement transformations have changed the 

distribution of the population on the territory 
of Abruzzo. The territorial fabric has been 
fragmented into small units, most of which have 
less than 5000 inhabitants.

● migratory movements have impoverished the 
demographic fabric of Abruzzo.



Baronia of Carapelle

 is includes
● Santo Stefano di Sessanio
● Carapelle Calvisio
● A Castelvecchio Calvisio
● Calascio
● Castel del Monte 
● Villa Santa Lucia degli Abruzzi

● The municipalities of this area are marked by a strong 
historical identity that has had in the late Middle Ages 
and early Renaissance its maximum splendor. 

● due to the demographic decline, that began with the 
two World Wars, their territorial, cultural and social 
identities have become increasingly weak. 

● The decrease in population and the high index of 
ageing have caused a reduction in economic 
activities, in particular agricultural ones.



Analysis 

Through the study of a specific bibliography and the on-site visit, it was decided to develop analyses at four different scales

● National scale:
 -it's located in an area with a strong naturalistic value, as it is located between several natural parks. 
-it can also be noted that the site is in an area of high seismic and landslide risk.



● Regional scale
-is close to three and Regional parks other large 
natural parks .
-this region is rich in typical products.
-is that a large A percentage of the territory of 
Abruzzo is wooded and fragmented by agricultural 
areas.

● Baronia Scale
-almost all the villages are located on high ground.
( control enemies)
- All the villages were built on the tap of the mountain, 
where the historic centre is now located, and then over 
time they expanded and developed along the slopes towards 
the valley where agriculture and livestock breeding 
developed

.



-Mostly the four villages are connected by a main 
road, but there are only a few pedestrian and 
bicycle paths.
- It takes about five to ten minutes to get from 
one village to another.
-these villages are lacking in cooperation.
-The idea of creating towers, and new landmarks, 
does not foreshadow the visually linking of the 
four villages of Baronia. The towers are also 
related to the history of these villages as in the 
past,



Urban scale
-the green areas that create a buffer between 
the village and the surrounding nature, 
consisting of woods and agricultural fields, are 
mostly uncultivated and abandoned.

- conditions are due to a progressive 
abandonment that began in the 1960s and various 
seismic events, such as that of 2009.



-In the village there are only a few 
essential functions , there is a small 
market with basic necessities, two 
restaurants, the town hall and the 
post office. There are a few bed and 
breakfasts and one guesthouse. From 
the interviews, however, it emerged 
that all these realities do not 
cooperate with each other, making it 
difficult to carry out even small .



The buildings that make up the urban 
fabric can be classified into three 
categories: poor, medium and good 
conditions 



-Abruzzo is the one with the 
greatest number of parks and 
protected areas: three 
National Parks, one Marine 
Protected Area, one Regional 
Park and over thirty Nature 
Reserves, a record that 
makes the region the largest 
naturalistic area in Europe, 
the true green heart of the 
Mediterranean.

-As can be seen, in each 
park there are common 
species, but also types of 
vegetation that characterise 
the individual parks.



Castelvecchio Calvisio.



-Castelvecchio Calvisio is the village which, after various analyses and reasoning, was chosen as the heart of the project.
-Following the development of the network of paths connecting all the villages of Baronia.



The part of the old stables, now 
completely abandoned, will be reused 
to form a tourist hub.The buildings 
in this part of the town will be 
reused to provide all useful services 
for tourists.

The southern part  is now a semi 
abandoned green area; a natural hub 
has been planned for this area, a 
botanical garden that recreates the 
typical flora of Abruzzo on a small 
scale. A multifunctional centre will 
be attached to it. 

The village's landmark, as mentioned 
above, will be a tower. It has been 
positioned in a strategic place, at 
the entrance to the village, and 
thanks to its size it will be visible 
from all the villages in the barony, 
and at the same time it will be an 
excellent vantage point over the 
surrounding landscape



The historical centre,
now completely uninhabited, 
is characterised by 
particular and interesting 
buildings: the ground floors 
are all used as wine 
cellars, while the upper 
floors are former dwellings. 
Hence the idea of reusing 
the cellars, now disused, as 
areas for art installations 
and events. The upper 
floors, on the other hand, 
resume their former function 
as dwellings, but following 
a particular distribution 
method.



the analyses showed that the historical centre of 
Castelvecchio is entirely pedestrian and built on slopes; 
based on this study, the houses in the outer circle will be 
allocated to the inhabitants who live in the village all year 
round, as the buildings are more easily accessible, in the 
intermediate circle there will be houses for temporary 
inhabitants and finally, the heart of the historical centre, 
the most characteristic but also the most difficult to reach, 
will be allocated to tourists, together with the area of the 
old stables. It can therefore be said that the strategy will be 
almost entirely based on a philosophy of reusing existing 
buildings. Only highly unsafe structures will be secured and 
partially demolished in order to create small green spaces 
even within the historic centre, which currently lacks them.







Introduction
Project goals:
● restarting the local 

economy
● contrasting depopulation 

through the increase of 
services and controlled 
ecotourism and enhancing 
the characteristics and 
peculiarities of the 
place.

The idea was to intervene in different points of 
the village that could work together to create a 

network also on an urban scale.



Masterplan
● The distinction of the buildings that will be reused is clearly 

visible.
● the tower exceeds the height of all the surrounding 

buildings,o that it can be seen from all around.
● The town landmark and the natural hub will be the parts of 

the project that will be developed the most

Natural hub

the tower



Town landmark

thanks to its height, acts both as a 
visual connection between the villages of 
Baronia and as a belvedere over the whole 
area.
it was therefore decided to design towers in each 
village, so that they would be clearly visible from 
each village during the day, but also at night through 
an installation of lights 

the idea of a building that becomes 
immaterial as it rises, blending into the 
sky, reducing the visual impact that a 
tower might have and balancing the 
viewer's vision of the landscape.



The Collection



Natural hub
hese two areas are phyalcally 
divided by a large corten stalrcase 
from which It la posslble to 
access, from different levele, both 
the urban gardens end the natural 
hub in additlon, thls stalrcase ls 
equlpped with green spaces that 
play with helghta so as to 
accommodate trees or flowera in 
auch a way an to blend Into the 
context in whlch it le located 





Polyfunctional centre 
The abandoned and dilapidated buildings next to the botanical 
garden, which can be accessed via the staircase described above, 
are intended to be part of a multipurpose centre housing: a 
covered market, a café, a library, services, an info point, offices 
and a small warehouse made available to citizens for the new 
urban gardens. It can be said that this multifunctional centre 
brings together both the tourist and the city reality

The best compromise was sought to make the old and the 
new coexist



The materials
The materials used are both preexisting, 
such as stone for the outer walls, and new, 
such as corten, which was chosen not only 
for its properties asa sustainable, 
recyclable material with excellent 
mechanical resistance, but also for its 
aesthetic appearance, making the project 
highly visible in relation to the existing 
building. Corten also has a “ruined" 
appearance and blends well with the 
aesthetics of the old village. The 
interiors are covered with plaster and the 
openirgs are all in olymethylmethacrylate 
(Plexiglas). In addition, waste material 
and rubble from the demolished stone walls 
will be used for the external paving of the 
multifunctional centre and the botanical 
garden

 corten



Library




